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Dec. 18, 1996
UM COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY TO OFFER HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAMS
MISSOULA -
As society has shifted its focus from institutionalizing people with disabilities to helping them
gain their independence, a series of new career fields has emerged. In response, The University of 
Montana—Missoula College of Technology has developed two new human services programs to meet 
the needs of the job market.
A certificate program and a two-year degree program in human services will be offered as 
soon as they can gamer funding from the University system, said Dennis Lerum Dean of the College 
of Technology. The Montana Board of Regents of Higher Education approved the programs last 
month.
The programs were developed with the help of the staff at UM’s Rural Institute on 
Disabilities. Both programs focus on preparing students to work in support and instruction roles with 
people who have disabilities, said R. Timm Vogelsberg, executive director of the institute.
"The graduates of this program can make a difference in the lives of people who have 
disabilities," Vogelsberg said.
The degree program is tied to the Department of Social Work at UM ’s main campus, so 
students wishing to earn a bachelor’s degree will have an easy transition into the social work 
program, said Frank Clark, chairman of the UM Department of Social Work. Clark pointed out that 
the bachelor’s degree is a broader program in which students complete coursework in many fields, 
including working with the disabled.
Contact: Dennis Lerum, dean of the College of Technology of the University of
Montana—Missoula, (406) 243-7851.
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